Immune-complex glomerulonephritis associated with Staphylococcus aureus infection of a totally implantable venous device.
We report a previously unrecognized complication of totally implanted subcutaneous ports. A patient with a totally implantable central venous device developed a septic syndrome. Blood and injection-reservoir cultures grew Staphylococcus aureus. There was no evidence of endocarditis. The port was removed but acute oliguric renal failure developed. A percutaneous renal biopsy showed acute diffuse proliferative glomerulonephritis. There was no extracapillary crescent. On immunofluorescence study, capillary wall granular deposits stained brightly for IgG and C3. These findings were thought to be consistent with infection-associated immune-complex glomerulonephritis.